
New State Guidelines for 
Urban Water Use



What is Assembly Bill 1881 and why do 

we need it?



Timeline

1990: AB 325ðThe first Assembly Bill to save 
water statewide.

2004: AB 2717ðThis Assembly Bill was used to 
recommend 43 new changes to AB 325.

2006: AB 1881ðThis Assembly Bill is the final 
version and will be used to enact most of the new 
changes to the Model Ordinance by January 1, 
2009.

2010:On January 1, 2010, AB 1881 became effective 
statewide.

Bottom Line: To Save Water.



This is everyoneõs problem, not just Agriculture !



Will saving water on a residential 
project help the farmer?

By saving water within each and every city, 
the water savings could help local and state 

agencies with their decisions on water 
allocations.



What you need to know.

1. The Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 
became effective on January 1, 2010.

2. This ordinance applies to all new construction and 
rehabilitated landscape projects for public agency and 
private development projects with a landscape area 
over 2,500 square feet.

3. A Certified Irrigation Auditor will be required to 
evaluate the performance of the new irrigation system.

4. The audit will include, but not be limited to; an 
inspection, system tune-up, testing for distribution 
uniformity, overspray or runoff and preparation of an 
irrigation schedule.

Go to this website for more detailed information on the 
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance.

www.water.ca.gov/wateruseefficiency/landscapeordinance/

http://www.water.ca.gov/wateruseefficiency/landscapeordinance/


Sometimes, ALL landscapes need water.



A brand new system, what happened?



How do you explain this?



Does the California drought effect 
the average homeowner?

Yes it does. Everything from; higher water 
costs, food costs, taxes, jobs, etc. Saving 

water begins in the home and all of us are 
responsible.



Want to save water? 
Audit your irrigation system.

1. Certified Irrigation Landscape Auditor (CLIA) This 
program is provided by the Irrigation Association. 
www.irrigation.org

2. Certified Water Conservation Manager ðLandscape 
(CWCM -L) This program is provided by the Irrigation 
Association. www.irrigation.org

3. Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper (QWEL) This 
program is provided by the Qualified Water Efficient 
Landscaper. www.qwel.net

4. Certified Water Manager (CWM) This program is 
provided by the California Landscape Contractors 
Association. www.clca.net

The Irrigation Auditor hired will be an EPA WaterSense 
Partner in good standing and will be certified by  any/or all 

of these irrigation auditor programs.

http://www.irrigation.org/
http://www.irrigation.org/
http://www.qwel.net/
http://www.clca.net/


Audit the entire site, NOT just a few 
valves. Itõs your project, do it right.



Why would you update an 
irrigation system?

1. If your existing system is less than 10 years old, 
then your piping system and electrical wire 
could be ready for new equipment.

2. If your sprinklers are unmatched or not 
performing right, then you could upgrade your 
sprinklers only.

3. Update your existing controller to a òsmartó 
controller.

4. Add a rain / freeze sensor to your existing 
system.

5. Start a new maintenance schedule for water 
savings.

6. When new irrigation equipment is added, your 
warranty starts over on the products.



Does this look familiar?



Is it the water pressure, sprinkler or nozzle?


